
 

 

 

 

 

Collected Works of Norbert Elias: Essays and chapters not previously 

published in English 

 

 

The great majority of the items in the following list were translated from German for the 

Collected Works by Edmund Jephcott. A few items, marked with an asterisk, have not 

previously been published in any language.  

 

Besides those listed here, many other essays – especially in volumes 14, 15 and 16 – although 

previously published, were originally scattered across many journals, some of them obscure 

or now defunct, so that they are not easy to locate other than in the Collected Works. 

 

 

 

Volume Essay/Chapter  
   
1 Early Writings 1 Three-day excursion to the Riesengebirge 

 
2 Seeing in nature 
 
3 Idea and individual: A critical investigation of the 

concept of history 
 
4 Idea and individual: A contribution to the philosophy 

of history 
 
5 Anecdotes 
 
6 Contribution to the debate on Karl Mannheim: The 

importance of competition in the intellectual sphere 
 
7 On primitive art 
 
Appendix: The genesis of the modern natural sciences 

 

   
4 The Established and 
the Outsiders 

Further aspects of established–outsider relations: the 
Maycomb model 

 

  



   
5 What is Sociology? 7 Karl Marx as sociologist and political ideologist 

 
8 The sociogenesis of the concept of ‘society’ as the 

subject matter of sociology  
 

 

6 The Loneliness of the 
Dying and Humana 
Conditio 

Humana Conditio: Observations on the Development 
of Humanity on the Fortieth Anniversary of the End of 
a War (8 May 1985) [whole book] 

 

   
7 Quest for Excitement 5 The genesis of sport as a sociological problem, part 2  
   
10 Mozart and Other 
Essays on Courtly Art 

The fate of German baroque poetry 
 
Watteau’s ‘Pilgrimage to the island of love’ 

 

   
14 Essays I: On the 
Sociology of Knowledge 
and the Sciences 

3 On nature 
 
8 On the creed of a nominalist: observations on 

Popper’s The Logic of Scientific Discovery 
 
9 Science or sciences? Contribution to a debate with 

reality-blind philosophers 
 
10 Thomas More’s critique of the state: with some 

thoughts on a definition of the concept to utopia 
 
11 Thomas More and ‘Utopia’ 

 

   
15 Essays II: On 
Civilising Processes, 
State Formation and 
National Identity 

1 Civilisation 
 
2 What I mean by civilisation: reply to Hans-Peter Duerr 
 
4 L’espace privé – ‘private space’ or ‘private room’? 
 
5 Foreword to Horst-Volker Krumrey, 

Entwicklungsstrukturen von Verhaltensstandarden 
 
7 Power and civilisation 
 
10 Afterword to Meike Behrmann and Carmine Abate, 

Die Germanesi 
 
12 The charismatic leader 
 
15 Public opinion in Britain 
 

 



16 National peculiarities of British public opinion 
 
17 Fear of death 
 
18 Has hope a future? 
 

16 Essays III: On 
Sociology and the 
Humanities 

1 Figuration  
 
2 Social processes 
 
4 Social process models on multiple levels 
 
8 Address on Adorno: respect and critique 
 
9 Sociology in danger: the case for the reorientation of 

a discipline 
 
10 A diagnosis of present-day sociology 
 
12 The concept of everyday life 
 
13 The story of the shoelaces 
 
14 Social anxieties  
 
17 Civilisation and psychosomatics 
 
19 Football in the process of civilisation 
 
20 Pigeon racing 
 
22 Stages of African art, social and visual 
 
23 Some remarks on the problem of work 
 
26 ‘Where two come together in lawful matrimony …’ 
 
27 Foreword to Women Torn Two Ways, by Bram van 

Stolk and Cas Wouters 
 
28 Renate Rubinstein 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* 

  



   
17 Interviews and 
Autobiographical 
Reflections 

3 ‘Sociology … done in the right way’ (1984–5) 
 INTERVIEW WITH JOHAN HEILBRON  
 
6 Sociology as the history of manners  (1978) 

INTERVIEW WITH HEIKO ERNST 
 

7 Norbert Elias: How human beings civilise themselves 
(1981)  
INTERVIEW WITH DIDIER ERIBON 
 

9 The Janus face of states (1982) 
INTERVIEW WITH NORBERT ELIAS BY PETER LUDES, FRANK ADLER 

AND PAUL PICCONE  
 

10 ‘We are the late barbarians’ (1988) 
 INTERVIEW WITH NIKOLAUS VON FESTENBERG AND MARION 

SCHREIBER  
 
11 ‘We need more empathy for the human difficulties of 

the process of civilisation’ (1989) 
 INTERVIEW WITH ULFRIED GEUTER 

 
12 ‘Perhaps I have had something to say that will have a 

future’ (1989) 
 INTERVIEW WITH WOLFGANG ENGLER 
 
13 A ‘Jewish Portrait’ (1989) 
 INTERVIEW WITH HELINDE KOEBL 
 
APPENDIX II On re-reading my doctoral dissertation 

* 
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18 Supplements and 
Index to the Collected 
Works 

1 Freud’s concept of society and beyond it 
 
2 Lucien Lévy-Bruhl and ‘the question of the logical 

unity of humankind’ 

 
 
* 

 

 


