NORBERT ELIAS

Studies on the
Germans

Power struggles and the development of
habitus in the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries

German original edited by Michael Schréter
Translated by Eric Dunning and Stephen Mennell

The Collected Works of Norbert Elias  vVOLUME 11
Edited by Stephen Mennell and Eric Dunning

o o0
UCD UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN PRESS

DSXQB  Preas Choldiste Ollscoile Bhaile Atha Cliath




Studien diber die Deutschen, edited by Michael Schroter,
first published in German by Suhrkamp Verlag, Frankfurt am Main, 1989
© Norbert Elias, 1989

Revised German edition published by Suhrkamp Verlag, Frankfurt am Main,
asvolume 11 of the Norbert Elias Gesammelte Schriften, 2005
© Norbert Elias Foundation, 2005

English translation, The Germans, published by Polity Press, Cambridge, 1996

This revised edition, Studies on the Germans, published 2013
asvolume 11 of the Collected Works of Norbert Elias
© Norbert Elias Foundation, Amsterdam, 1996, 2013

ISBN 78-1-906359-08-9

University College Dublin Press
Newman House, 86 St Stephen’s Green Dublin 2, Ireland
www.ucdpress.ie

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior permission of the publisher

Cataloguing in Publication data available from the British Library

Typesetin Scotland in Baskerville by Ryan Shiels
Designed by Lyn Davies

Printed in England on acid-free paper

by CPI Antony Rowe, Chippenham



(&)

CONTENTS

Norbert Elias (1897—1990)

Note on the text

STUDIES ON THE GERMANS

Introduction
Civilisation and informalisation: changes in European
standards of behaviour in the twentieth century
Honour, duelling and membership of the imperial ruling class:
being judged worthy to give satisfaction
A digression on nationalism

‘Cultural history’ and ‘political history’

From humanist to nationalist middle-class elites

The duality of normative codes within the nation state
Civilisation and violence: on the state’s monopoly of physical
force and its breaking
The breakdown of civilisation
Terrorism in the Federal Republic of Germany: expression
of a conflict between generations

The need for meaning and the power struggle between the

generations

Pre-war and post-war generations: differences of experience,

ideals and morality
Problems of the extended youth of middle-class groups

Terrorism, national pride and national civilising patterns

Thoughts on the Federal Republic

il

X

26

49
135

135
147
169

186

223

331

331

356
373
384
408



APPENDICES

I The German aristocratic code and ‘proof by ancestry’

II On the interpretation of Mozart’s scatological remarks

II1 Why I began to study the problem of ‘civilisation’

v On the relative independence of the high nobility from the
imperial court

\% Stieyes, the Third Estate, and changing feelings of identity

VI Machiavelli’s policy prescriptions

VII Nationalism and middle-class morality in Victorian Britain

VIII  Conflicts trigger aggression

IX On the ethos of the Wilhelmine bourgeoisie

X Pro-war literature during the Weimar Republic (Ernst Jiinger)

XI On the character of conflicts in the early Weimar Republic

XII  Conditions for the attainment of the domestic and foreign goals
of the old elite

XIII  The decay of the state monopoly of force in the Weimar Republic

XIV  Thestab in the back

XV Lucifer upon the ruins of the world

XVI  Themeaning of the word Reich — excerpt from the Fischer-Lexikon

XVII  An empire dies

XVHI  The awareness of powerlessness —note added in 1984

XIX  Marxism and tervorism: a terrorist’s explanation

XX George Orwell, ‘England Your England’

Textual Variants

Bibliography

Index

441
443
445

447
449
451
453
450
458
461

469

471
173
185
187
492
194

498
500

502
507
515



